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Claims 1-36 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatenlublc over 
Nakagawa ct al, (United Slates Patent 5,819,295, hereinafter *'Nakagawa") and in view of Tredc 
et al, (United States Patent 5.873,103, hereinafter 'Tredc"). 

The present invention provides for a structured WorkFoldcr for organizing electronic 
documents in a self-contained data repository. The WorkFolder comprises sections for grouping 
related documents, and space-reserving placeholders for indicating documents expected to be 
placed in the WorkFolder. 

hi the present invention, a Placeholder 24 is defined as a slot that has been reserved for 
one or more specific documents not yet created or received. When the Workl'older is used to 
organize documents for a given work item, the presence of ihc Placeholder 24 within the 
WorkFolder indicates to the user that specific documents are expected to be created and stored 
there. (See Specification page 7, lines 4-12 and Figs. 1-2). 

Amended Base Claim 1 of the present invention recites "...space-reserving placeholders 
within said workfolder, the placeholder being for new documents expected to be added to said 
workfoldcr via said placeholder, where each placeholder includes... a deadline element having a 
triggering condition field... and an indicated time period../' 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness 1) all claim limitations must be taught or 
suggested; 2) some teaching, motivation or suggestion to combine must be present in a person of 
ordinary skill in the art or in cited references; and 3) there must be a reasonable expectation of 
success.' Tiic Office Action at hand states that Nakagawa docs not teach "space-reserving 
placeliolders or a contents node/' The Office Action further states that Trede teaches "space- 
reserving placeholders and a contents node," The Office Action further states "it would have 



' In re Vaeck . 947 F,2d 488, 20 USPDQ2cl 1438 (Fed, Cir. 1991), 
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becii obvious to one having ordinary skill in tlic art at the lime the invention was made to use 
space-reserving placeholders and to have a contents node by incorporating the teachings of 
Nakagawa in Trede because tliis facilitates the use of holding a place in a hierarchical file system 
of folders for managing eleclronic documents when old versions of documents are fitored or 
moved," Applicants respond accordingly. 

The Office Action obsei-ves Nakagawa does not teach, "space-reserving placeholders" or 
a ''contents node," The term '^placeholder'* in Trede has a different meaning then the temi 
''placeholder" in the present invention. In Trede, the term "placeholder" denotes a data file, 
whereas in the present invention the term "placeholder" denotes a slot or reserved space. (Col, 2, 
lines 1 1-12, Trede). The Trede placeholder entry (data file) is written when an existing file is 
moved from one place to another, In Trede, the placeholder entry (data file) contains '^migration 
infonnation'* about the moved file. The placeholder entiy (data file) allows the user to locate the 
moved file using the migration information stored in the placeholder entry (data file). (Col, 4, 
lines 33-47, Trede). 

Further, Trede's data managemunl system provides the capability to move and/or copy the 
placeholder files (data files) from one file server volume to another file server volume, even if 
the destination file server volume resides on a different file server* The moving and/or copying 
of placeholder files (data files) allows continued tracking and user access of files having 
migration information stored in the placeholders (data files). The moving and/or copying of 
placeholder files (data files) teaches away from the present invention's creating and storing new 
documents within a slot (space) of the WorkFolder reserved by a placeholder. (Col. 12, lines 32- 
39, Trede). Restated, the data file system of Trede could be used with the present invention. In 
that instance, when a structured WorkFolder of the present invention is moved from one memory 
location to another, the Trede system writes concsponding migration information in a data file 
entry (Trede's placeholder). Using the migration information wiitten in the Trede style data files, 
an end user is able to locate the invention WorkFolder and its contents (i.e., existing documents 
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and/or ihc invention space-resei-ving placeholders Avhich indicate future expected documents). Jf 
various such WorkFolders resided on multiple file sei-vers, the Trede data files would be moved 
and/or copied onto the different file servers to provide migration information across the file 
servers. Throughout the foregoing, the invention placeholders within a given WorkFoldcr are 
treated synonymously to exisling documents for the purposes of the Trcdc data file system and 
migration information therein. Thus, when a new document is placed in a placeholder (of 
Applicants* invention) of a WorkFolder, the migration information of Trede's system continues 
to track location of the WorkFolder. As such, nothing of Ihe Trede system provides for, serves 
as, teaches, implies or suggests the space-reserving placeholders of the present invention. 

Since all the limitations of Atncndcd Base Claim 1, including space-reserving 
placeholders within said workfoldcr, the placeholder being for new documents expected to be 
added to said work folder via said placeholder,'* are not taught, suggested or otherwise made 
obvious by cited ai*t (Nakagawa and Trede), now Amended Base Claim I is believed to be 
patently distinguishabJe over the cited art. Therefore, it would have not been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in Ihe art at the time the invention was made to modify Nakagawa with the 
teachings of Trede to fomi the invention of Amended Base Claim L Therefore, Applicants 
respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of Amended Base Claim 1 imdcr 35 US.C. 
103(a) 

The above remarks regarding Amended Base Claim 1 also apply to dependent claims 2- 
27 by virtue of the fact, that if an independent claim is unobvious under 35 U.S.C. 103, then any 
claim depending therefrom is unobvious. Therefore, Applicant's respectfully request the 
withdrawal of the rejection of claims 2-27 under 35 U.S,C. 103(a). 

AmondedSase Claim 28 of the present invention recites "...a space-reserving placeholder 
within said workfolder, the placeholder being for new documents expected to be linked to said 
workfoldcr..." 
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With respect to claims 28-31, the Office Action slates "these claims have been rejected 
for similai- rationale given for claims 1, 2, 18, and 22. Applicants respond accordingly. 

As discusscd above, neither Nalcagawa or Trcdc imply, suggest or otherwise make 
obvious "a space-reserving placeholder within said workfolder. the placeholder being for new 
documents expected to be linked to said workfolder** as in the present invention of Amended 
Base Claim 28, Rather, as discussed above, Trede's placeholder denotes existing data files for 
holding mignilion information and not a slot (space) as in the present invention. Further, Tredc's 
moving and/or copying of placeholder files (existing data files) teaches away from the present 
invention's creating and storing new documents within a slot (space) of the Work Folder reserved 
by a placeholder. 

Since all the limitations of Amended Base Claim 28, including "a space-resemng 
placeholder within said workfolder, the placeholder being for new documents expected to be 
linked to said workfolder," arc not taught, suggested or otliei-wise made obvious by cited art 
(Nakagawa and Trede), Amended Base Claim 28 is believed to be patently distinguishable over 
the cited art. Therefore, it would have not been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Nakagawa with the teachings of Trede to form the 
invention of Amended Base Claim 28, Therefore, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of 
the rejection of Amended Base Claim 28 under 35 US.C. 103(a) 

The above remarks regarding Amended Base Claim 28 also apply to dependent claims 
29-36 by virtue of the fact, that if an independent claim is unobvious under 35 U,S.C. 1 03, then 
any claim depending therefrom is unobvious* Therefore, Applicant*s respectfully request tlje 
withdrawal of the rejection of claims 29-36 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a)< 

Claim 37 has been rejected under 35 U.S-C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Trede. 
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Ainended Base Claim 37 of the present invention recites creating at least one space- 
reserving placeholder v/ilhin said workfolder. the placeholder being for nev^ documents which 
may or may not exist at the time of workfolder creation and are expected to be linked to said 
workfolder via said placeholder." 

As discussed above, Trede does not imply, suggest or otherwise make obvious *'crealing 
at least one space-reserving placeholder within said workfolder, the placeholder being for new 
documents which may or may not exist at the lime of workfolder creation and are expected to be 
linked to said workfolder via said placeholder** as in the present invention of Amended Base 
Claim 37. Rather, as discussed above, Trcde*s placeholder denotes existing d ata files for holding 
migration information and not a slot (space) as in the present invention. Further, Trcde's moving 
and/or copying of placeholder files (data files) leaches away from the present invention's creating 
and storing new documents within a space of the WorlcFoldcr reserved by a placeholder. 

Since all the limitations of Amended Ba.sc Claim 37, including "...creating at least one 
space-reserving placeholder within said workfolder, the placeholder being for new documents 
which may or may not exist at the time of workfolder creation and are expected to be linked to 
said workfolder via said placeholder," arc not tauglit, suggested or otherwise made obvious by 
cilod art (Trede), Amended Base Claim 37 is believed to be patently distinguishable over the 
cited art. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of Amended 
Base Claim 37 under 35 U.S-C. 103(a), 

Claims 38-58 have been rejected under 35 US.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Trede in view of Nakagawa. The rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Since Claims 38-58 arc dependent on Amended Base Claim 37, tlic above remarks 
regarding Amended Base Claim 37 also apply to dependent claims 38-58 by virtue of tlic fact, 
(hat if an independent claim is unobvioiis under 35 U.S.C, 103, then any claim depending 
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thcrcfrom is iinobvious. Therefore, Applicant's respectfully request the withdrawal of the 
rejection of claims 38-58 under 35 U-S.C. 103(a). 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that all pending claims 
(Claims 1-13 and 15-58) are in condition for allowance, and it is respectfully requested that the 
appHcaiion be passed to issue. If the Exammej- feels that a telephone conference would expedite 
prosecution of this case, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at (978) 341-0036, 

Respectfully submitted, 

HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C, 



By_ 




Mary Lou Walcimura 
Registration No. 31,804 
Telephone: (978) 341-0036 
Facsimile: (978)341-0136 



Concord, MA 01742-9133 
Dated: y/yl(ri^ 



Received from <1 978341 0136 > at 4130/02 7:31 :49Plill [Eastern Daylight Time] 



APR-30-02 TUE 07:29 PM 
09/136.244 



FAX NO. 1 ^341 0136 



P. 



MARKED T JP VER SI ON OF A M ENDMENTS 
\ CMxm Amendments Under 37_C.F.R. S 1.12lfcVlVii^ 

1 . (Four limes amended) A computer readable memory having a plurality of storage 

locations for storing records in the computer readable memory, said memory comprising: 
at least one stiojctured workfoldcr for storing and organising electronic documents 
which said documents mayor may not exist at the time of workfolder creation; 

said workfolder containing a contents node for storing primary data, said contents 
node coiUaining one or more space-reserving placeholders within said workfolder, each 
placeholder being for new documents expected to be added to said workfolder via said 
placeholdor[.] , wherein each placeholder includes a file object hook to which a primary 
d ata document can later be linked and a deadline clement having a triggering condition 
field for storing a triggering event and an indicated time period relative to the occuiToncc 
of said triggering event. 

9. (Amended) The memory of claim 1, wherein said placeholder further comprises a name 
field for indicating the data content of the document to be placed in the workfolder[ and a 
file object hook to which a primary data document can later be linked]. 

1 0. (Amended) The memory of claim 1 , wherein said placeholder further comprises a field 
containing limits on at least one of the file name and file type of a primary data document 
which can be I hiked to said placeholder. 

1 3, (Amended) The memory of claim I, wherein [said placeholder further comprises a] the 
deadline element fiirther includ[ing]e5 a field indicating [a] the time period for taking a 
particular action associated with said placeholder. 
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20, (Amended) The memory of claim 1 8, wherein said task element further comprises a task 
deadline clement including a field for indicating a time period for performing said 
particular task. 

2 1 . (Amended) The memory of claim 20, wherein said task deadline clement further 
comprises a triggering condition field for storing a task triggering event and said 
indicated time period fbrp^crforming the .m^^ task is relative to the occurrence of 
said task triggering event 

28. (Four times Amended) A computer readable memory having a plurality of storage 

locations for storing records in the computer readable memory, said memory comprising; 

a template used to create one or more structured workfolders for storiiig and 
organizing electronic documents; 

for each structured workfolder, said template containing a contents node; 

said contents node containing a space-reserving placeholder within said 
workfoldcr, the placeholder being for new documents expected to be linked to $aid 
work folder, which said documents mayor may not exist at the time of workfolder 
creation, said documents being linkable subsequent to their creation to said workfolder 
via said placeholder in said workfoldcrf.LM^cLcjiLt hQ placeholder includes a fileohiect 
hook to which a primary data document can later be linked and a deadline element having 
a tri tigering condition field for storing a triggering event and an indicated time period 
relative to the occurrence of said triggering event> 

37. (Four times amended) A method of creating in a computer readable memory a structured 
workfolder for organizing electronic documents comprising the steps of: 

creating a structured workfolder root node, said root node containing a conlenLs 
node for storing primaiy data therein; and 

creating at least one space-reserving placeholder within said workfolder, the 
placeholder being for new documents which may or may not exist at the timo of 
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workfoldcr creation and are expected to be linked lo said workfolder via said 
placeholdeif.l. wherein the pl aceholder includes a file object hook whiV.h a 
dataiocumgnt can later he linked and a dead line clement having a tn>f r ei-ing condit ion 
ficMJoiLStoring a triggenni^ event and an inrtir.f^ted t ime nerind relative to thn nrcurmnr^ 
of said trigg er ing event. 

43. (Amended) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of creating said at least one 
placeholder further comprises the step[s] of providing a name for said placeholder to 
indicale the data content of a document to he placed in said workfoldef[; and providing a 
flic object hook in said placeholder to which said document can be linked], 

47. (Amended) The method ofclaim 37, [further comprising] wherein the step of creating [a] 
saj d at ]ca.st one placeholder including th e deadline clement further includringl cs creating 
a field indicating [a] tlie time period for taking a particular action associated with said 
placeholder. 

53. (Amended) The method of claim 51, fiiithcr comprising the step of providing a task 
deadline element associated with a particular task contained in said tasks data clement, 
said task deadline element including a field for indicating a time period for performing 
said particular task. 
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